“T.hey’re taking a small home and they'll buy it for $300,000, tear it down :
| and build something that sells for $900,000.”

LEO SAWICK?, CLARK RESIDENT
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Rudolph Daunne Hl, left, and his son Rudolph look at pans outside a home being bullt by Daunno Development Co, on Armstrong Drive in Clark. Although some residents and officials -

complaln the large houses are changing the character of Clark, om_grs say the new construction is a sign of the township’s rsing fortunes. .
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Changing times brought home to Clark

Sunday Star-Ledper

For better or for worse, the trend is moving toward massive houses

BY MOLLY BLOOM
STAR-LEDGER STAFE

When Leo Sawicki’s mother moved into
her three-bedroom ranch on Evans Terrace
in 1960, there were open spaces hetween the
houses, and & modest colonial could be had
for less than $20,000.

Now two massive hrick and stone houses
face Sawicki’s home, and a house down the
block is about t0 be sold for seven figures.

“They're taking a small home and theyll
buy it for $300,000, tear it down and build
something that sells for $900,000,” said Saw-
lekd, 69, who lives in his mother's old house.
“Probably thisll be sold one day too.”

In Clark, the statewide real estate
boom has made it profitable for developers
to purchase older homes on large lots,
knock them down and replace them with
custom-built luxury housing. Crities deri-
sively call the new homes “McMansions,”

Some in the township, including Mayor
Sal Bonaceorso, see the new construection
a8 & sign of the township’s rising fortunes.
But others, ineluding Councilman Brian
Toal, think that it is changing the eommu-
nity for the worse.

Toal plans to introduce an ordinance
limiting the height and square footage of
new construction relative to lot size later

already been enacted in wealthier towns,
including Short Hills and Kinnelon, but
this is the first time such an ordinance hag
been proposed in Clark,

New residential construction in C}ark
has grown dramatically in amount and size

"in recent years. This May and June, two of

the busiest construction menths, Clark is-
sued permits for seven new homes, six of
them more than 3,000 square feet, and 18
additions, three of them more than 2,000
square feet.

During the same period 12 years ago,

the earhest date for which the township

Katers p o4 F Tl

has récords, the oh_ly residen_tial constnic-
tion approved was one 2900-square-fool

this year. Similar "MeMansion laws” have haouse and nine additions, none more thar{

1,000 square feet.

.This month, the planning board gave
approval for ﬁve new  3,000-square-foof
homes to be built on one of the last undef
veloped, wooded dress in Clark.

‘Daunno Development Co.,
based residential real estate developm@
company currentiy bulidmg 14 houses¥ i

Armstrong Drive, said Rudolph Damy
I1I, the company’s marketmg director.” -,
“At some point (the market's) going't{
{See HOUSES, Page 33)
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